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Guyana, former
British colony

Located in the
northeastern corner
of South America

Landmass - 83,000
square miles.

Guyana Context
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Guyana’s Oll
Bonanza

2015 - Crude oil discovered
2019 - Commerecial drilling commenced

Guyana’s GDP went from US5,577 in 2015 to
US$17,000 in 2023.

One of the fastest growing economies in 2023 +
2024

Estimated reserves: 11.2 billion oil-equivalent
barrels

Estimated 17 trillion cubic feet of associated
natural gas reserves

oil production now stands at approximately 645,
000 Bpd.

Exxon’s largest oil development outside the
Permian Basin
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FIGHTING TO END

POVERTY IN
GUYANA

WORLD ECONOMY

This is the world's fastest-growing 48 percent of the Guyanese

population lives below the poverty

economy, and it Could gI'OW an line, with indigenous people being
lexplosive| 100% disproportionately affected.
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KEY * The world's fastest-growing economy is on track for more than
fr— POINTS 100% growth, largely fueled by profits from its oil production and
export sector.

Guyana, a country in South America with a population of about
800,000 people, is projected to grow 38% by the end of the year,

[ J
according to recent GDP forecasts by the International Monetary
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Will Guyana's oil bonanza benefit its
poorest people?

10 April 2024 Share <&
By Stephen Sackur, HARDtalk, Smith Creek, Guyana




BUDGET 2024

AMOUNTS TO:

46.6 PERCENT LARGER THAN BUDGET 2023
THE LARGEST BUDGET EVER
FULLY FINANCED WITH NO NEW TAXES




Jll People in the way of
development!

« A woman protesting the destruction of
her home and business in the village of
Mocha Arcadia on the East Bank of
Demerara.

* The Government defended its decision
saying the residents were in the way of
development.




The Rush for Gold
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Guyana launches "El Dorado" project to eliminate mercury use
from small-scale artisanal gold mining

NEWS / February 1, 2017

A bird's-eye view of gold mines in Guyana. Photo by Evelyn Swain.

Gold mining is the main driver of forest loss and ecosystem degradation in Guyana. But not only
are forests at risk, mercury is used in the gold mining process, further contaminating the
environment and putting humans and other species’ health at risk.



Gold Mining and the Battle for Indigenous Ancestral Lands

Chinese Landing - Small Indigenous Community in the north of Guyana

Active mining pit Mercury contaminated water source used for bathing and drinking
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Oil, Gas and the Myth
of Salvation

* 2016 - lopside Production Sharing
Agreement gives Exxon 75% of all
monthly revenues for cost recovery.

* 12.5 % of remaining 25 and 2%
royalties goes to Guyana.

« Exxon routine flares above prescribed

limits.

« Guyana citizens using litigation and
Lawsuits to fight back.
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EXXON Breached Giuyana Environmental
Permit, High Court Rules

® Judge orders Exxon to provide ‘unlimited’ oil-spill guarantee e | PROTECT YOUR WALUABLE ASSETS.
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OIL AND GAS
EXTRACTIVISM

Why this
Guide?

IMPACTS AND ADVOCACY
A CITIZEN'S GUIDE




Il MAKING THE CONNECTIONS:

EXTRACTIVISM > DISPLACEMENT

Western worldview (Social injustice/Racialized

of inequality)

resource exploitation

LAND/SEA
| DEGRADATION

URBAN AND E:Ercizsoigglcal and Climate
ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT




Il MAKING THE CONNECTIONS:
DECOLONIALISM

EXTRACTIVISM
- Discontinue resource
plunder > SOCIAL AND ECOLOGICAL
* Interrupt colonial JUSTICE
ideology/inequalities « Socially just proctices
- Promotes well-being of « Equality
people and the * Respect for both human and
environment in extraction non-human world
practices . « Autonomy of racialized groups
over
their land and resources
URBAN AND ECONOMIC - Sustainable manangement of
DEVELOPMENT the
- Sustainable/alternative modelbased on environment.
community

input



Exxon Mobil

» Big Red Bus Effect
« Greenwashing

« Community inducements

Government /State

M%gs!ﬁtransfers as proof of

oil benefits

* Minimizing environmental
hazards

* Fines over environmentl
enforcement

Bl Prevailing Narratives/Actions

GENERAL

PUBLIC

Audience Segments

Independent

Ongoing critique of: Media
 Loopside PSA
* Reporting from EM on oil

recovery figures

Civil Society

« Ongoing Litigations .




Creating Awareness | Promoting Action

Highlight the Issues Empower Community Voices Shift the Narrative Engage in Strategic Action
* Environmental damage » Capacity building » Advocate for renewables + Awareness Campaigns
» Social Impacts « Community Organizing + Demand accountability « Travelling Exhibitions
» Economic unsustainability * Promote understanding of from government and oil  Building local and

Colonialism
Decolonialism
Neocolonialism

techniques such as :

- greenwashing

- Big red bus phenemon

- Community inducements

\_ - %

companies for
environmental demage

international alliances

(especially in the Global
South)




Discussion/
Activity Guide

Discussion/Activity Guide

Introduction (10 minutes):

Brainstorming: Begin by asking participants what they know about colonialism. Briefly

discuss the concept and its historical context.

Activity (20-30 minutes):

Understanding the Impact of Colonialism: Divide participants into small groups. Present
participants with a scenario or historical event that illustrates the impact of colonialism
in Guyana (environmental degradation, political instability, cultural erasure). Encourage

them to discuss their opinions/feelings about the scenario.

Reflection (20 minutes):
Encourage participants to think about how legacies of colonialism are still present in

their communities or the country. How are they impacted?

Action/Advocacy (30 minutes)
Encourage participants to discuss what actions they can take in groups or individually to

address the issue they identified during the reflection.






