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Guyana Context

• Guyana, former 
British colony

• Located in the 
northeastern corner 
of South America

 
• Landmass - 83,000 

square miles.

Population: 
approximately 850,000

Has rich reserves of 
bauxite, gold, silver and 
other minerals 



Guyana’s Oil 
Bonanza
• 2015 - Crude oil discovered 

• 2019 - Commercial drilling commenced

• Guyana’s GDP went from US5,577 in 2015 to 
US$17,000 in 2023.

• One of the fastest growing economies in 2023 + 
2024

• Estimated reserves: 11.2 billion oil-equivalent 
barrels
Estimated 17 trillion cubic feet of associated 
natural gas reserves

• oil production now stands at approximately 645, 
000 Bpd.

• Exxon’s largest oil development outside the 
Permian Basin



Oil - Who 
benefits?



A Budget for 
the Rich!



People in the way of 
development! 

1

• A woman protesting the destruction of 
her home and business in the village of 
Mocha Arcadia on the East Bank of 
Demerara. 

• The Government defended its decision 
saying the residents were in the way of 
development.



The Rush for Gold



Gold Mining and the Battle for Indigenous Ancestral Lands

Chinese Landing - Small Indigenous Community in the north of Guyana

Active mining pit Mercury contaminated water source used for bathing and drinking 



Impacts of 
Resource 
Extraction



Oil, Gas and the Myth 
of Salvation
• 2016 - lopside Production Sharing 

Agreement gives Exxon 75% of all  
monthly revenues for cost recovery.

• 12.5 % of remaining 25 and 2% 
royalties goes to Guyana.

• Exxon routine flares above prescribed 
limits.

• Guyana citizens using litigation and 
Lawsuits to fight back.



5 years 
after first oil



Harming the 
environment!



Why this 
Guide?



MAKING THE CONNECTIONS: 
COLONIALISM

DISPLACEMENT 
(Social injustice/Racialized 
inequality)

LAND/SEA 
DEGRADATION
(Ecological and Climate 
Crisis)

EXTRACTIVISM
Western worldview 
of 
resource exploitation

URBAN AND 
ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT



MAKING THE CONNECTIONS: 
DECOLONIALISM

SOCIAL AND ECOLOGICAL 
JUSTICE 
• Socially just proctices
• Equality
• Respect for both human and 
       non-human world
• Autonomy of racialized groups 

over
       their land and resources
• Sustainable manangement of 

the 
       environment.

EXTRACTIVISM
• Discontinue resource 

plunder
• Interrupt colonial 

ideology/inequalities
• Promotes well-being of 

people and the 
environment in extraction 
practices .

URBAN AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT
• Sustainable/alternative modelbased on 

community
        input 



Prevailing Narratives/Actions

YOUTH

VOTERS GENERAL
PUBLIC

WOME
N

• Big Red Bus Effect
• Greenwashing
• Community  inducements

Exxon Mobil

• Cash transfers as proof of 
oil benefits

• Minimizing environmental 
hazards

• Fines over environmentl 
enforcement

Government /State 
Media

Ongoing critique of:
•  Loopside PSA
• Reporting from EM on oil 

recovery figures

Independent 
Media 

• Ongoing Litigations .

Civil Society

Audience Segments



Creating Awareness | Promoting Action

Highlight the Issues
• Environmental damage
• Social Impacts
• Economic unsustainability
• Colonialism
• Decolonialism
• Neocolonialism

Empower Community Voices
• Capacity building
• Community Organizing
• Promote understanding of 

techniques such as :
    - greenwashing
     - Big red bus phenemon
    - Community inducements

Shift the Narrative
• Advocate for renewables 
• Demand accountability 

from government and oil 
companies for 
environmental demage

Engage in Strategic  Action
• Awareness Campaigns
• Travelling Exhibitions
• Building local and 

international alliances 
(especially in the Global 
South)



Discussion/
Activity Guide
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