
Learning Beyond Borders

This workshop was prepared by Gabriella Kinsman
 in 2023 for the Mercy Emerging Leaders Fellowship

How can we pave pathways to lifelong
learning for forcibly displaced people?



The following slides have been designed for the 
Learning Beyond Borders Workshop. To receive the full
Workshop Resource Pack including a script to facilitate

the workshop, videos, activities and worksheets for
participants, please email gaby.kinsman@ismapng.org.au

*There is no cost to access the full Workshop Resource Pack
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to Forced

Displacement
& Mercy Response

Understanding
Access to

Higher Education
& Barriers

Listening to
Personal Stories
Through Video 

& Panels

Open Dialogue, 
Group Activities &

Tools for Advocacy

Learning Beyond Borders



Terminology & Language

Refugee

Forcibly Displaced People

Asylum

SeekerInternally
Displaced

People

Other people in need ofinternationalprotection



UNHCR, 2023



It is predicted that 

117.2 million people 
will be forcibly displaced or stateless in 2023

UNHCR, 2023



7 in 10
people displaced across
borders come from just 

five countries 

Does anyone know
what countries 
these might be?
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7 in 10
people displaced across
borders come from just 

five countries 
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what countries 
these might be?



� Syrian Arab Republic 6.8 million

� Venezuela 5.4 million

� Ukraine 5.7 million

� Afghanistan 5.7 million

� South Sudan 2.2 million

UNHCR, 2023



38%
of all who have been

forcibly displaced are
hosted in five countries

 Does anyone want to
guess what these 
five countries are?



� Türkiye 3.6 million

� Islamic Republic of Iran 3.4 million

� Colombia 2.5 million

� Germany 2.1 million

� Pakistan 1.7 million

UNHCR, 2023

https://emojipedia.org/flag-turkey
https://emojiterra.com/flag-for-iran/
https://emojiguide.com/flags/flag-pakistan/


Root Causes of Displacement

ethnic or religious 
persecution 

war/conflict
poverty

climate change  

hunger

natural disastersviolence
scarcity of resources

political instability

human rights violations





“People on the move bring along with them a great potential 

that is social, economic, cultural, human, and religious.
 

 The presence of migrants and refugees empowers every 

dimension of integral human development and

 offers our society an opportunity to 

become more intercultural and grow in humanity.”

Migrants and Refugees Section, Vatican Dicastery



The Mercy Response to Displacement



"For Catherine, the ministry 
of education is, in essence, 

a work of Mercy."

St Joseph's College, 
Maine, United States

Importance of Education in Mercy



'Higher education shall be made

equally accessible to all, on the

basis of capacity, 

by every appropriate means, and in

particular by the progressive

introduction of  free education’ '

(Article 13(2)(c))





"contribute resources and expertise to expand and

enhance the quality and inclusiveness of national

education systems to facilitate access by refugee and

host community children, adolescents 

and youth to primary, secondary and tertiary education"

 



40%

6%

GLOBAL

REFUGEES

Global Higher Education Enrolment



6%
37%

68%
HIGHER

EDUCATION

SECONDARY
SCHOOL

PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Access to Education



Informational

Financial

Restrictive Language Requirements

Administrative - Missing credentials, documentation

Host Country Restrictions

Psychosocial and newcomer challenges

Physical and Connectivity 

Barriers to Access



humanitarian migrants 
have resettled in Australia

 since World War II

950,000

Australian Context



In 2020–21, Australia granted 
a total of                          refugee 
and humanitarian visas 

5,947
Iraq
Myanmar (Burma)
Syrian Arab Republic
Afghanistan

Australian Context
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Australian Context





Advocacy in Australia



Fill ing the Gaps



achieving 15% enrolment of refugee learners 
in higher education by 2030

What do the UNHCR have to say?



UNHCR
15by30

Roadmap



Mercy Justice Advocacy Approach



What can you do?

What can your community do?

What can your government do?

Advocacy and Action



to the voices of
those with lived
experience and
hear what they

have to say

LEARN
about what

access forcibly

displaced

people have in

your region 

LISTEN ADVOCATE
by calling on 

 governments &
higher education

institutions  to
create policies that

support access



Local Campaigns



Kelly T. Clements, Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees

"Access to higher education is life-changing. 

For refugees, it can be a chance to take control of their futures

and give back to their communities. One of the most meaningful

ways we can support young refugees is to help make those

opportunities more widely available”  


