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Bibliography of Books and Articles
Published by or about the Sisters of Mercy, 1831-2005

The following Bibliography is an attempt to list all the published books and articles
written by or about the Sisters of Mercy throughout the world since the founding of the
congregation in 1831 through 2005.* The Bibliography generally does not include works in the
humanities, physical sciences, social sciences, or nursing sciences, except as noted in the Table
of Contents. This list deliberately excludes unpublished manuscripts, theses, dissertations,
sermons, conference presentations and lectures, and other unpublished works, and generally
excludes published individual poems, sermons, book reviews, editorials, press releases, and short
newsletter items. It may also inadvertently exclude published books and articles that have not
yet come to the bibliographer’s attention—despite an extensive search. Nevertheless, the
Bibliography remains a remarkable testimony to the topic.

The Sisters of Mercy were not explicitly founded to do research or to write and publish
books and articles, but to do the spiritual and corporal works of mercy, to relieve human misery
and address its causes. Yet implicit in these ministerial purposes has, apparently, always been
the perceived need to uncover, articulate, and share publicly the sources, history, and dynamics
of these merciful endeavors as a necessary way to promote them. What is truly remarkable about
this Bibliography is the evident and long-standing desire—on the part of the sisters and others—
to remain faithful to the original inspirations of their founder, Catherine McAuley; to appreciate
the ongoing reform and renewal which a knowledge of our history provokes; to probe in ever
new and contemporary ways what the effective discharge of the works of mercy will entail; and
to repeatedly uncover the scriptural and ecclesial sources of the mission of the Sisters of Mercy.
Thus the Bibliography which follows represents not only the sisters’ “faith seeking
understanding,” but the steady contributions to that understanding of sister-scholars, researchers,
and writers, nearly all of whom were simultaneously engaged in the direct works of mercy, as
well as the contributions of other researchers who have found the work or story of the Sisters of
Mercy of scholarly interest.

As one peruses this listing, one will notice dominant themes and focuses as well as gaps
where further or updated research is needed. Future editions of and/or supplements to this
Bibliography may find these gaps generously addressed. This Bibliography will require annual
Addenda—for books and journal articles published in 2006 and beyond and for pre-2006 entries
that have been missed. We also recognize that other Bibliographies on other topics are needed—
some day.

Mary C. Sullivan, RSM
and the Mercy International Research Commission

*Those with knowledge of important missing items or incorrect or incomplete items in the period 1831-
2005 are asked to send additions or corrections as soon as possible by post to Mary Sullivan, RSM, 275
Parsells Avenue, Rochester, New York 14609, USA—as a list or in the form of a curriculum vitae, with
full bibliographical information. E-mail is also acceptable: mxsgsl@rit.edu or Fax 585-288-2756. The
deadline for receiving such information for the present listing was September 1, 2006; material received
after September 15, 2006, is not included in this Bibliography, but will, if appropriate, gladly be included
in a future Addendum.
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